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very exact and trustworthy assistant, was ordered to
construct a ground-plan of the whole excavation.
The gentleman named as the chief engineer in this
important department of our researches was a medical
man in the Company's establishment, who had recently
come down to the presidency from the interior, where
he had been stationed for some years. He was a single
man at the period in question; but most of his associates
in this delightful Elephanta picnic had the pleasure of
attending his marriage-feast not long afterwards.

The fair damsel of his choice had come out to India
to join the family of a married sister; but on reaching
Bombay, it appeared that both that lady and her hus-
band had died; and although she knew of several other
relations in India, they either resided at remote, up-
country stations, or were not known to the people at
the presidency. On learning these particulars, the
captain of the ship in which the lady had taken her
passage found himself in a strange puzzle. All his
other passengers had landed, and were safe and snug in
the bosoms of their respective families, while the dis-
consolate young woman alluded to remained alone in
the empty cabin. The captain could hardly land her
like a bale of goods on the beach, neither could he keep
her on board; while the poor girl herself, totally ignor-
ant of the ways of the East, could give no opinion as to
what ought to be done. The captain, therefore, as in
other cases of difficulty, held a consultation with his
chief officer, a rough-spun business-like person,
who at once said:

"Go to the governor, sir; he's as good-hearted an old
gentleman as ever stepped, and it is his proper business
to give directions in such a case. At all events, if you
report it regularly to his excellency, the affair cannot
rest, and it will be off your shoulders."

"Man the boatl man the boat I" exclaimed the
delighted skipper; then turning to the "maiden all
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